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Thank you for listening to The Verdict 

We hope you find this listening guide helpful as you follow 

along with Pastor John Munro in his current teaching series 

and continue your own study in God’s Word. 

Find full broadcast listings or replay/listen online at 

calvarychurch.com/theverdict

Questions or comments? We’d love to hear from you!

 Email us at theverdict@calvar ychurch.com
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Have you ever found yourself in a situation where the path of your life changed suddenly and dramatically?

K E Y  P O I N T S

I. A weeping widow stands in a Moabite graveyard (vv 1–5)

Who is Naomi?

Why was it significant that Elimelech moved his family to Moab?

How does this impact Naomi?

II. Naomi hears of God’s tender grace (v 6)

What news does Naomi hear?

When Life Hits a Brick Wall
Message 1 —— Ruth 1 : 1 –6
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What decision does she make? 

III. Three biblical principles

Spiritual disobedience brings _______________________________ for yourself 

and others.

God’s sovereign purposes sometimes bring _____________________________ .

God, in His providence, is _______________________________ for our ultimate  

____________________________ and His ________________________________.

R E N D E R  Y O U R  V E R D I C T

Has there been a time in your life when you feel you hit a brick wall? Did you trust God?

Looking back, do you see His purposes at work?

Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart, and do 
not lean on your own 
understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make 
straight your paths.”
Proverbs 3:5–6



The Life God Blesses
Message 2 —— Ruth 1 :6–18
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

The Christian life is a life of faith. This faith is not just a belief in our heads, but a faith which impacts our hearts, our 

wills, our lives, and our future.

What do we mean by “radical faith”? Why does God bless the life of radical faith?

K E Y  P O I N T S

I. Follow Naomi’s example of radical faith  (vv 6–14)

Why is Naomi’s decision to return to Bethlehem a demonstration of radical faith?

What choice does she present to her two daughters-in-law?

What does she want them to understand?

THE VERDICT T E A C H I N G  S E R I E S
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II. Follow Ruth’s example of radical faith (vv 15–18)

How do Ruth and Orpah respond?

What are some of the larger issues behind the choice?

How are Ruth’s words significant?

As she answers, what is evident — in addition to her love for her mother-in-law?

R E N D E R  Y O U R  V E R D I C T

Do you understand why God’s sovereignty is such a great comfort? 

Have you trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ? Is your faith radical?

What are the opportunities in your life as you seek to live by radical faith?

And without faith it is 
impossible to please 
him, for whoever would 
draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those 
who seek him.”
Hebrews 11 :6



When God’s Smile Is Hidden
Message 3 —— Ruth 1 : 19 –22
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Do you know what it feels like when “God’s smile is hidden”?

How have you reacted?

K E Y  P O I N T

Hidden behind the tragedies, God is smiling on Naomi and Ruth (vv 6–14)

As Naomi returns to Bethlehem with Ruth, what is their reception?

How does Naomi’s reply demonstrate her authenticity?

Is she bitter against God?
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In the three parts of Naomi’s reply, how does she mention the Lord in 

each aspect?

1.

2.

3.

Why is that significant?

R E N D E R  Y O U R  V E R D I C T

Do you believe God is active and interested in the details of your life?

How have you responded to the bitter, painful, and possibly tragic situations in your life?

Do you see how this principle — from emptiness comes fullness, from sadness comes joy, 

from death comes life — is exemplified in our Lord Jesus Christ?

Are you trusting God in the storm? If you are following Christ, are you living as a person 

of hope?

Then Job answered the 
Lord and said: ‘I know 
that you can do all 
things, and that no 
purpose of yours can 
be thwarted.’ ” Job 42:2



In the Shadow of His Wings
Message 4 —— Ruth 2: 1 – 13
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Do you ever feel alienated and alone as you encounter tough circumstances?

K E Y  P O I N T S

I. Trust in the Lord

Why was Ruth’s situation so difficult?

How has she demonstrated her trust in the Lord?

What does it mean “to seek refuge under the wings of the Lord” (v 12)?

II. When you trust in the Lord, He will guide, protect, and provide

What is “gleaning” in the context of ancient Israel?
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Since God is at work in our lives, does that mean we are to be passive?

How is God’s provision evident as Ruth “happens” to go to Boaz’s field?

How is Ruth a reminder of grace?

How is Boaz’s good character demonstrated? How is his faith incorporated in 

his daily life?

R E N D E R  Y O U R  V E R D I C T

In your joys and sorrows, are you seeking refuge under the wings of the Lord?

Let me dwell in your 
tent forever! Let me take 
refuge under the shelter 
of your wings! For you, 
O God, have heard my 
vows; you have given me 
the heritage of those 
who fear your name.”
Psalm 61:4–5



The Kindness of God
Message 5 —— Ruth 2: 14–23
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Some circumstances and situations in life seem impossible. Do you realize that you will never solve the problems or 

failures in your life by yourself? You need supernatural help.

K E Y  P O I N T S

I. God’s kindness and grace to us are extraordinarily lavish

How does Boaz demonstrate kindness to Ruth? Why is it surprising?

How is Boaz’s kindness to Ruth a picture of God’s grace and kindness to us?

II. God’s kindness and grace transcend racial barriers

How was the kindness of Boaz particularly generous given Ruth’s status as a foreigner, specifically, a Moabitess?
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Do you understand how the Gospel of Jesus Christ transcends all racial and 

social barriers? Do you believe that and act on it?

What does it mean to be “one in Christ”?

R E N D E R  Y O U R  V E R D I C T

Are you trusting God and seeking His shelter and provision?

Are you displaying His grace and kindness to others — particularly to those in need or 

those from different backgrounds?

He has told you, O man, 
what is good; and what 
does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with 
your God?” Micah 6:7–9
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Love, romance, and significant relationships are gifts from our great God. But why is there so much failure and 

dysfunction in our relationships? Could it be that we are not following our Creator’s design?

In preparation for the chapter:

What is the law of levirate marriage?

What is the law of the kinsman-redeemer?

K E Y  P O I N T S

I. Ruth follows Naomi’s strategy (vv 1-9)

What is Naomi’s strategy for Ruth?

II. Ruth’s action

As Ruth follows Naomi’s instructions, what does her submissive attitude demonstrate?

A Marriage Proposal
Message 6 —— Ruth 3 : 1 –9
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How is Ruth’s interaction with Boaz a proposal of marriage based on the 

customs of the time?

III. Three lessons in relationships

Follow _______________________________ counsel. Are you the kind of person 

who seeks counsel from others, or do you simply follow your own desires?

_____________________________________ God gives you. Are you trusting 

God to create opportunities and guide you? Are you active in prayer?

Seek a _______________________________ in the Lord. Do you recognize 

that being single and being married are gifts from God? The most important 

relationship in your life is your relationship with Jesus Christ. Are you living by 

radical faith, trusting His guidance?

R E N D E R  Y O U R  V E R D I C T

Do you realize that your deepest needs of unconditional love, acceptance, forgiveness, 

peace, and fulfillment can only be met by Jesus Christ?

Do you trust that God is at work in your daily life? Are you trusting Him to guide you?

An excellent wife who 
can find? She is far more 
precious than jewels.  
The heart of her husband 
trusts in her, and he will 
have no lack of gain.”
Proverbs 31:10–11
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

The story of Ruth illustrates that God usually leads, guides, and blesses us one step at a time. The life God blesses is 

one of trust and obedience. Are you obeying God? Are you stepping out in faith as you have opportunities?

K E Y  P O I N T S

I. Pray for God’s blessing (v 10)

What was Boaz’s immediate reaction to Ruth’s marriage proposal?

Are you seeking God’s blessing for your spouse, fiancé, or girl/boyfriend?

II. Keep your promises (v 11)

A relationship based on trust, honesty, and integrity provides great stability and security. Are you trustworthy?

III. Grow in godliness (v 11b)

Are you focused on being the right person instead of finding the right person?

Principles for Marriage
Message 7 —— Ruth 3 : 10–18
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IV. Wait on the Lord (vv 12–13)

How does Boaz wait on the Lord versus acting prematurely?

Are you trusting in the sovereignty and providence of God? Or are you taking 

matters into your own hands?

V. Exercise self-control (v 14)

Boaz and Ruth have done nothing wrong. How do they minimize the 

opportunity for accusations and gossip in a potentially embarrassing situation?

Do you understand that a healthy sexual relationship within marriage is 

dependent on self-control?

VI. Be generous and thoughtful (v 15)

If you have received God’s grace as a follower of Christ, are you generous and 

thoughtful to those in need?

R E N D E R  Y O U R  V E R D I C T

Are you living by radical faith? Are you experiencing the blessing of God? 

Are you ready to be a channel of blessing and grace to others? 
Let each one of you love 
his wife as himself, and 
let the wife see that she 
respects her husband.”
Ephesians 5 :33
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

In difficult times, we can run from God. Or like Naomi and Ruth, we can run to God.

Do you understand that it is your response, not your circumstances, which determines your outlook and 

destination and reveals the character of your faith?

K E Y  P O I N T S

I. The need for redemption (vv 1–3)

Why does Boaz need to speak to the closer kinsman of Naomi and Ruth?

Why is it important how Boaz chooses to proceed?

II. The act of redemption  (vv 4–8)

How does Boaz present the two needs for redemption: redeeming the land and marrying and providing 

for Ruth?

Redeemed
Message 8 —— Ruth 4 : 1 – 13
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What is the kinsman’s response? How do they seal the deal?

III. The result of redemption  (vv 9–13a)

What is the three-part blessing from the Lord given to Boaz and Ruth?

As Boaz marries Ruth, what are the three elements of their marriage?

1.

2.

3.

R E N D E R  Y O U R  V E R D I C T

How is the role of Boaz a beautiful illustration of our Lord Jesus Christ, who redeemed us 

from our sins?  

Are you redeemed? Consider the great cost of this redemption — the death of Jesus Christ 

on the cross. 

Consider the result — as a follower of Jesus Christ, you are now part of the family of God, 

and you are to love Him, serve Him, and display Him to others.

Oh give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good, for his 
steadfast love endures 
forever! Let the redeemed 
of the Lord say so… For he 
satisfies the longing soul, 
and the hungry soul he 
fills with good things.”
Psalm 107:1–2, 9
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

How does the story of the boll weevil in Enterprise, Alabama remind us of the story of Ruth and Naomi?

Do you understand that the most difficult, the most painful, the most devastating, and the most bitter of 

circumstances in life may be the source of the greatest blessing for you and others?

K E Y  P O I N T S

I. God blesses ordinary people as they trust and obey Him (vv 13–17)

Trace how Ruth is blessed when she trusts God and obeys God: her conversion, her journey with Naomi, 

meeting Boaz, her marriage, her family, and her place in Scripture.

II. God is working out His purposes through the lives of ordinary people (vv 18–22)

Who is Obed? 

The Hidden Hand of God
Message 9 —— Ruth 4 : 13–22

THE VERDICT T E A C H I N G  S E R I E S



19

How will he play a role in God’s redemptive history? 

Considering the story of Obed’s parents, how does this emphasize God’s work 

in the lives of ordinary people?

R E N D E R  Y O U R  V E R D I C T

Do you believe in the goodness and power of our sovereign God? 

Have you been redeemed by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? 

Do you seek shelter under His wings?

For it is God who works 
in you, both to will 
and to work for his 
good pleasure.”
Philippians 2:13



“Where the Gospel is preached, the lives of men and women and boys and girls are 

transformed. Through His death and resurrection, Christ gives us peace with God, present 

power for living, and future hope for eternal life.” — PASTOR JOHN H. MUNRO

The Verdict is a daily and weekly radio program featuring the 

expository Bible teaching of Pastor John H. Munro.

Born and raised in Scotland, John graduated from the University of 

Edinburgh and practiced law in Scotland before God called him to 

full-time ministry. He and his wife, Gudny, moved to Texas, where he 

attended Dallas Theological Seminary.

For more than 30 years, John has dedicated his life to pastoral ministry, 

preaching and teaching the Word of God. He has served as Senior Pastor 

in Kalamazoo, MI, Pittsburgh, PA, and Halifax, Nova Scotia. Since February 

2006, he has served as Senior Pastor at Calvary Church in Charlotte, NC.

Each day on The Verdict, listeners are challenged to turn to the Bible and render a “verdict” 

as they consider their personal response to the truth of God’s Word. John Munro presents a 

clear examination of Scripture, offering insight and application for all backgrounds, from those 

unfamiliar with the Gospel to mature believers following Christ.

To discover the many different ways to hear The Verdict, including past programs, and how 

to partner with our ministry, go to calvarychurch.com/theverdict.

John H. Munro

The Verdict is a media ministry of Calvary Church in Charlotte, North Carolina.  

At Calvary, our mission is to be and make authentic followers of Jesus Christ.
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FOR THE WORD OF GOD AND FOR THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS CHRIST
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